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supervision of some central body which would collate and publish 
results. There is so much useful and sensible matter in Mr. Boy- 
den's essay, that it is a pity it was not submitted to some kind of 
orthographical revision. 

The general reader who wishes to understand modern socialism 
" as in itself it really is," will derive considerable help from Mr. 
Gonner's modest but workmanlike essay. His discussion of the 
socialistic outlook, although necessarily sketchy, is eminently 
reasonable and impartial. But his assumption that socialism 
logically involves the guarantee of employment certainly requires 
justification, and I doubt if he has fairly faced the difficulties of 
"distribution" in a socialist state. Mr. Gonner's book shows, 
perhaps, as much as anything else that there are many departments 
of socialism in which thinking has hardly begun. But he has cer- 
tainly helped to clear the ground for fruitful and practical discus- 
sion, and his book may be heartily recommended as an unusually 
trustworthy, if somewhat elementary, introduction to the subject. 
It should be noticed that Mr. Gonner (in accord with the modern 
conception) treats socialism throughout as a method of business or 
system of production ; his point of view, therefore, is exclusively, 
perhaps too exclusively, economic. But the effectiveness of Mr. 
Gonner's treatment gains more than it loses by this limitation. 

Sidney Ball. 

St. John's College, Oxford. 

Ippolito Taine. By Professor Giacomo Barzellotti. Rome : 
Loescher & Co., 1895. 8vo. Pp. xxi., 405. 

This book belongs to the sphere of literature and aesthetics 
rather than to that of ethics, and therefore can hardly claim a 
lengthy review in this Journal. As a presentation of the activity 
of a litterateur and critic who exerted a profound, if not a lasting, 
influence on the thought of Europe, it deserves hearty commenda- 
tion, being throughout marked by judicial fairness and an absence 
of hero-worship. All the works of Taine, witnesses to his many- 
sided interest and study, are passed in review, their principles pre- 
sented, and their merits and defects placed side by side, with im- 
partial hand. This is done so well that the result is not altogether 
what the writer seems to think he has produced. Taine does not 
come before us as a great or as an original man. Rather he is an 
able, even brilliant, doctrinaire, combining the mathematical mind 
of the Frenchman with the evolutional idealism of the German, 
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and the deterministic naturalism of the Englishman. The result 
is a syncretism, the discordance of whose elements is concealed 
only by his pungent, epigrammatic style. In morals, Taine was a 
determinist of the school of Mill ; in aesthetics, a naturalistic 
theorist, who explained everything about art except art itself; in 
philosophy a Condillachian sensist with Hegelian categories ; in 
history a reactionary, who saw in the French Revolution only the 
cause of the defeat of France in the war of 1870. He had a cer- 
tain cosmopolitanism of the limited sort which alone seems possible 
for a Frenchman ; but it remained a matter of the intellect and 
never penetrated to the roots of his nature, which remained to the 
last French, that is, sensuous, positivistic, mathematical. All this 
Professor Barzellotti has brought out with great skill and vigor, 
and, though he himself seems to incline to a somewhat exaggerated 
estimate of Taine, he supplies the reader with the means of cor- 
recting that estimate. 

The literary style of the book is excellent, — rather French than 
Italian. 



Thomas Davidson. 
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Selected Essays of James Darmesteter. Translated by Helen 
B. Jastrow. With Memoir by Morris Jastrow, Jr. Boston : 
Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1895. 

The volume of Mr. Jastrow, which was to introduce James 
Darmesteter to a larger public in America, appears now as a 
memorial. On the 14th of October, 1894, while the essays were 
still in the hands of the translator, Darmesteter died at the early 
age of forty-five. It is with a sympathetic hand that Mr. Jastrow 
sketches the short life-history and gives us specimens of the life- 
work of a man who, as he tells us, ' ' becomes our master even 
though we do not follow him in every particular." Born March 
28, 1849, at Chateau- Salins, in Lorraine, the son of a poor Jewish 
bookbinder, Darmesteter' s earliest training was Jewish as well as 
his surroundings and association, and it was no doubt largely to 
this influence and his early studies of Hebrew and the Talmud 
that his bias for the language and literature of the East may be 
traced ; but it was at the suggestion of Michel Breal, the distin- 
guished philologist, that he took up the study of Zoroastrianism. 
His rapid mastery of language and of philological method gave 
him at once high rank among Persian scholars, and before he died 



